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Hierarchy of  Legal Norms in Finland
How the Legal Source Pyramid Works
The pyramid illustrates the hierarchy of legal norms, meaning which sources carry more legal weight than others. 
The higher up in the pyramid, the stronger and more binding the source.
1. EU Law
At the top, because EU regulations and directives take precedence over national legislation in case of conflict.
Strong influence in areas like environmental law, competition, and consumer protection.
2. Finnish Constitution
The highest national legal norm.
Defines fundamental rights, separation of powers, and the rule of law.
All other legislation must comply with it.
3. National Legislation
Ordinary laws and decrees enacted by Parliament or issued by the Government.
Examples include the Criminal Code, labor laws, and education legislation.
4. Supreme Court Precedents
Guide the interpretation and application of law in lower courts.
Not formally binding, but carry significant weight in legal practice.
5. Permissible Legal Sources
Support legal interpretation but are not binding.
Include:

Legal literature
Legislative preparatory materials (e.g. government proposals, committee reports)
General legal principles (e.g. good governance, proportionality)
Case law from lower courts

Why is this important? When courts or authorities make decisions, they use the pyramid as a guide: starting with 
the law, then considering how it has been interpreted, and finally drawing on expert views and legal principles.



IPR and Legal Sources in Finland

IPR and Legal Sources in Finland

(IPR within the Finnish Legal Hierarchy)
In Finland, intellectual property rights (IPR) are governed through a layered legal structure:
EU Law: Directs areas like trademarks and design protection. EU regulations and directives override national law in 
case of conflict.
Finnish Constitution: Guarantees protection of creative work and property rights — the foundation of IPR.
National Legislation: Includes key IPR laws such as the Copyright Act, Patent Act, and Trademark Act.
Supreme Court Precedents: Guide the interpretation of IPR in practice.
Permissible Legal Sources: Legal literature, preparatory materials, and expert commentary support interpretation 
but are not binding.
IPR in Finland is shaped by both EU-level regulation and national legal norms, supported by case law and expert 
insights.

IPR: national legislation 



IPR LEGISLATION AND RELATED SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS



What does IPR mean? IPR = Intellectual Property Rights, in Finnish aineettoman omaisuuden oikeudet

They protect creative and innovative work: inventions, trademarks, designs, and works of authorship.

Two main categories:

● Industrial property rights: patent, utility model, trademark, design protection

● Copyrights: literary and artistic works, music, images, software

● Give customers and individuals rights for creations, such as patents, trademarks, design and copyrights

● These rights protect intangible assets and control their commercial use

● The rights also come with obligations, such as avoiding infringement of other IPR rights, and this can defended 
through legal cost and damages

Finnish intellectual property rights (IPR)



Patents: Protect inventions

Utility models: Protect technical solutions that 
do not necessarily meet the paten’s inventive 
step requirement

Trademarks: Protect the identity of products 
or services

Design rights; Protect the appearance of a 
product

Copyrights: Protect creative works an are 
created automatically

Finnish intellectual property rights (IPR)



1. Check if your invention is patentable

● It must be new, inventive, and industrially applicable

● Compare with existing solutions using free databases provided by the Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH)

2. Prepare your patent application

Include:

● Application form

● Description of the invention

● Patent claims

● Abstract

● Drawings (if needed)

How to Apply for a Patent in Finland?



3. Submit the application to PRH

● You can apply electronically via PRH’s online services

● PRH will examine the novelty and patentability of your invention

4. Follow the examination process and respond if needed

● PRH may request clarifications or issue intermediate decisions

● You may use a patent attorney if necessary

How to Apply for a Patent in Finland?



5. Patent is granted and published

● A granted patent gives you exclusive rights to commercially exploit the 
invention in Finland

● Valid for up to 20 years, provided annual fees are paid

If you want protection outside Finland, you can apply through the European 
Patent Office (EPO) or the international PCT system.

How to Apply for a Patent in Finland?









Stages of FTO Analysis 
1.Definition of the Product or Technology Clearly define the technical features 
and intended use of the product.
2.Conducting Patent Searches Perform a comprehensive search in 

international and national patent databases (e.g., Espacenet, USPTO, 
PRH).Novelty value is often assessed based on whether the subject is 
something that has not previously been available or known.
3.Analysis of Patent Claims Compare the product’s features with competitors’ 

patent claims, focusing especially on independent and dependent claims. 
4.Review of Validity and Geographical Coverage Determine in which countries 
the patents are valid and maintained (e.g., a European patent may only be 
active in selected EPC countries).
5.Risk Assessment Evaluate potential infringement risks and provide 

recommendations, such as modifying product development or initiating 
licensing negotiations
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